______________ (Today's date)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PRESS RELEASE: "IN THE BLUE HOUR" 

THE CHVATAL/KRITZER DUO, IN CONCERT!

CONTACT: ________________________(contact person and phone)


From concert halls in London, New York, Vienna and most recently the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C., the Chvatal/Kritzer Duo will perform in_________  (name of city), on ______________(concert date/time) at the__________________________(Location). Soprano Janet Chvatal, one of Europe's bright and rising Opera stars teams up with one of America's top classical guitarists, Scott Kritzer, in a program that will feature beloved American Folk songs, firey Spanish and South-American works, and popular melodies from film and opera including As Time goes By, the famous 'Habanera' from Carmen and the timeless Gershwin hit, "Summertime". 

 
The Chvatal/Kritzer Duo was formed in the fall of 1994 when Ms. Chvatal was asked to perform the opening concert of the Water Music Festival, on the Long Beach Peninsula. This first musical evening together took place under a stormy night sky, in a small, candlelit church on the Washington Coast. The atmosphere was romantic and intimate. Mr. Kritzer's subtle touch, in perfect blend with Ms. Chvatal's enchanting voice left the audience spellbound and the stage was set for this remarkable new duo. 


After three successful years touring the United States and Canada, the Duo released their debut CD in 1998, "Songs of the Americas". Since then, their popularity has extended to Europe, with their most recent European performances including two events to celebrate the new Millenium, with stars from the Cirque du Soleil and the Tony award-winning Musical, Riverdance. The concerts were enthusiastically received by audiences of over 8000 in the 'Festhalle' in Frankfurt, and the Rheingoldhalle in Mainz, Germany.


This coming season will see the release of their long-awaited second CD "ARIA...In the Blue Hour" on MIRAMONT Records. The CD features the Duo with the Radio Symphony Orchestra of Munich in new arrangements of beloved opera melodies for voice, guitar and orchestra.


Janet starred for two years as 'Christine' in Andrew Lloyd-Webber's The Phantom of the Opera in Vienna, Austria, and has appeared in opera and in concert in England, France, Germany, Austria, Sweden and on both the East and West coasts of the United States. This young soprano has recorded for the SONY Label and is currently being featured in a live telecast of "Famous Scenes from Opera" for Germany's largest Television Network, ARD; a series which will air to millions of Europeans over the next several seasons. 


Guitarist Scott Kritzer has been actively touring for the past decade across two continents, including critically acclaimed performances in New York's Carnegie Recital Hall, London's Wigmore Hall and Lutheran Hall in Sapporo, Japan. Mr. Kritzer recently performed for the California Center for the Performing Arts in Escondido. Other performers on that series included Itzhak Perlman, Ivo Pogorelich, Cecilia Bartoli and the Emerson String Quartet. Mr. Kritzer's performance was sold out eight months in advance. Mr. Kritzer has been featured in Japan’s leading classical guitar magazine, Gendai Guitar, London's Classical Guitar and Guitar International, and America’s Soundboard and Guitar Player magazines.

Program info:


Renowned for his guitar compositions, Fernando Sor composed works in varied settings including the "Twelve Seguidillas" (a portion of which will be performed on the Chvatal/Kritzer concert). The Seguidilla is a type of poetry, based on the many facets of love and set to Spanish dance rhythms like the famous "Bolero". The Sor "Seguidillas" are great audience pleasers, light and humorous, always reflecting the dance.


Ever the admirer of the classical guitar, Brazilian composer Heitor Villa-Lobos has written a number of works for the instrument, including an arrangement of his famous "Bachianas Brasilieras No. 5", originally for soprano and eight celli. This exotic work is an intoxicating blend of musical styles and an hommage to his favorite Baroque composer, J.S. Bach.


Dedicated to expanding the repertoire for voice and guitar, the Chvatal/Kritzer Duo arranges many works originally scored for voice and orchestra. In their magical set of Opera Arias, they offer a more intimate color to some of the most beautiful melodies ever written for the stage, including arias by Puccini, Bellini, Bizet, Wagner and Gershwin.


Their newest set of arrangements include a suite of melodies from films like Casablanca, Room With A View and Life is Beautiful. Audiences this season have already responded by saying this part of the program is truly unforgettable.

Tickets for the concert are available for purchase through:

____________________________________________________________________

(Insert ticket prices, time, date and location).
#

